
An interesting and rare very early Square Piano.
This decorative early English square piano has a compass of GG/AA - f3.
The key levers are rear guided and the case is 129 cm wide.
The inscription on the nameboard appears to be in various hands;                   please see the image of the cartouche.

It reads:                              Johannes  Goodwin,
                                      LONDONI
LONDINI, FECIT.  1779.
Beneath the obviously visible calligraphy (in a mixture of fonts)
are signs of a previous inscription with only LONDONI still faintly visible.

There is no record of Johannes Goodwin as a maker ( could he have been a later owner? ) and all signs point to an earlier manufacturing date than 1779, maybe as early as  the late 1760s?

This piano has had a number of interventions during its lifetime and is not in untouched condition; the damper levers are missing and the bottom damper is an obvious replacement, also missing is one of the brass hammer rail supports.
The strings are totally inappropriate. 
The ivory naturals are in excellent condition and have four score lines,
The boxwood key-fronts are very nicely moulded. 

The maker remains a mystery, but the very distinctive carved and gilded soundboard surround mouldings are very reminiscent of those used on a number of Crang’s instruments.  The ogival ends of the nameboard cartouche and some of the many case inlays used on this piano are also reminiscent.
                             
