SMALL ITALIAN HARPSICHORD Michael Heale, 1983
.

This small instrument was made in 1983 by the renowned musical instrument maker Michael Heale of Guildford. It is a copy of a 1681 original by Giovanni Battista Giusti, in the Nurnberg Germanische Nationalmuseum.  

The instrument is of 'false inner-outer' construction, with the entire case and soundboard in Cedar of Lebanon.  Single manual, two 8ft registers. Compass C-d3 by short octave. (The ' F#' key plays D; the 'G#' key plays E.)

The keyboard naturals are faced with boxwood, with arcaded fronts; the accidentals are solid ebony.  Jacks are in pearwood with turkey quill plectra. Strung throughout in Malcolm Rose brass. Designed for A=415. Non-transposing. The case exterior, trestle legs and prop-stick are ‘mock marbled’ in vermilion and green paint.

The instrument comes with a music stand. 

Dimensions: Length 198cm (6 ft, 6 ins); Width 78 cm (2 ft, 6.75 ins); Height from floor to keyboard 72.5 cm (2 ft, 4.5 ins).


This is an ideal small portable continuo instrument for early Italian and English repertoire. It is also, despite its restricted compass, a good compact harpsichord for a beginner to learn on. 

The instrument speaks eloquently, with a highly individual joyful and bright Italian tone-colour. It has been recently re-strung and re-quilled and is in potentially good playing order, but there are a few niggles to sort out.

Please email Judith Silver ( silverjr1@hotmail.com ) for further details and to arrange to view the instrument , now located in London NW5. The price is negotiable in the region of £3,500. 

